
Thomas James Public Comment 8/14/17 
 
Dear Charlie... 
 
Thank you  for what you are doing for northern Wisconsin  and the people of my beloved  north 
country -- 
 
I do  want to offer a thought to a couple of things I heard last Thursday evening... 
 
   I take exception to the claim that the family behind (Badgerwood farm)  are "farmers"  and 
the claim that they are ( or were ) looking at The north  due to bio-security concerns -- 
   From working with farmers for twenty-five years  And being part of farming community-s for 
forty-five years ,   it is my opinion and my belief that  farmers work with and know their animals 
: 
an operation  on the scale of magnitude of (Badgerwood) ,   the work of care-ing for the 
animals  is delegated to employees  -  and often  the management of the animals  is 
handled  Only by lots :   the individual animals  do not receive actual individual care.   given my 
background,  this is important to me... 
 
To the claim that they came  to the north for biosecurity ,   I believe that was secondary 
to  -  and  a convenient excuse -  (to) economics :   had they been able to find 500acres  (or 
640acres - a section  -  and to claim  a waste management plan that involves thousands more 
acres -  apparently in at least one case  without the owner's consent... )   for anywhere near 
$1000. per acre  anywhere closer to Iowa(,)   that did not already have regulatory restrictions 
in-place ,   they would not have  (purchased property)  in Bayfield county... 
( The proximity of the location for this idea to Lake Superior  alarms and disgusts me ,   and I 
believe  on that fact alone(,)   it should not be acceptable. ) 
 
   The idea that is (Badgerwood farm)(,)   is not farming  -   it is  industrial animal production  for 
food production purposes : 
the quote that sticks with me(,)  is,  "it  is  wal-mart 'farm'  for a wal-mart society. " 
In my opinion,  the first step to an idea like this  should be  the planning of a waste 
management facility -  a sewer plant -  that converts waste (i.e., manure)  to an inert material. 
 
  I admire and greatly appreciate the involvement of the local farmers --  ...  I watched Mr. Peck 
closely ,  and he showed me  several characteristics  that I believe Good farmers share...  ( work 
ethic,  stewardship,  dedication -  to just name a few... ) 
I don't know how he does it ,   and I believe it has been a process  ( I would be very surprised If 
he had 300cows  thirty years ago... ) . 
however(,)  I do take exception to his claim about waste in July 2016 :  I believe animal waste is 
spread Spring and Fall ,   and  in many cases,  animals are pastured during the Summer 
,   making the load on manure storage  at it's annual Low  early in the Summer,  while municipal 
waste  is frequently  near-capacity :   the Storm of July2016  is   century event ,   and Not a good 
example to be exploited. 



 
   I have not followed this process as closely as  another recent issue ,   and I believe you are 
tasked with  an impossible chore : 
 
while there is regulatory framework that can be  widely applied ,  Conservation and public 
health  will require  specific measures that apply to different enterprises.   pigs are not cattle  ( 
and cattle are not pigs ,  nor vegetables ,  nor fruit ,  nor grass ,  nor woodland ) ... 
   I hope that your committee  will be able to develop  an ordinance that can be broadly 
applied  With References that allow it to be applied thoughtfully to a wide range of situations : 
I offer Great 'thanks'  for your Service and your efforts ,   and that extends to the members of 
your committee and the Ashland county Board. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Thomas James 
  



Mary Ellen Riehle Public Comment 8/10/17 

Agenda Items 

1. Revised Scope of Work, Timeline, and Meeting Schedule 
2. Discussion of Bayfield County Large-Scale CAFO Operations Ordinance and 

applicability in Ashland County 
3. Review agricultural ordinance options and other topics identified in prior meetings 
4. Discussion and Possible Action on Agricultural Ordinance Options 
5. Next Steps 

 
Name: _____Mary Ellen Riehle_____________ 
 
Mailing Address: _P.O. Box 143, Ashland, WI 54806____________ 
 
Phone: ___414-573-4630__________________ 
 
Email Address: __________________________________________ 
 
COMMENTS (use back of sheet if needed) 

Re: Items 1 and 5: After two months of advisory group meetings, 
it is time to enact a 6-month or longer moratorium on CAFO siting 
in Ashland County (Douglas County has already enacted a 
moratorium) and wrap up the advisory group’s activities—and 
more to enact a statewide moratorium on CAFO siting. 

 

Re: Items 2 and 3: Collaborate with Bayfield County in protecting 
our watershed and Great Lake, considering ordinances that may 
even surpass state water quality standards, as Manitowoc County 
has done. Take into account unique geological, land and water 
conditions here and the expected negative affect of CAFOs on our 
Fish Creek watershed (currently “impaired” per DNR) and 
Chequamegon Bay due to outrageous CAFO water us and 
unsustainable manure contamination. 

 

Bayfield County and DNR are currently in judicially approved 
settlement talks. Ashland County Land and Water Conservation 



Dept. should work with Bayfield County to protect water. 
Northland College and Ashland Source Water Protection 
Committee are resources DNR may not be aware of re: their 
complaint that “other sources of phosphorus” have not been 
taken into account. 
 

Re: Item 4: Aerial irrigation is not an option: increased nitrate 
levels from manure spreading cause increased negative health 
effects (including “blue baby” syndrome) – and dangerous 
pathogens in manure will lead to other illnesses in addition to 
contaminating our soil and water. Pipeline manure transport is 
also not an option. 

  



George Bussey Public Comment 8/10/17 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Items 

1. Revised Scope of Work, Timeline, and Meeting Schedule 

2. Discussion of Bayfield County Large-Scale CAFO Operations Ordinance and 
applicability in Ashland County 

3. Review agricultural ordinance options and other topics identified in prior meetings 

4. Discussion and Possible Action on Agricultural Ordinance Options 

5. Next Steps 

 

Name: ____George Bussey_____________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: ___46829 Benson Road, Ashland, Wisconsin  54806 

Phone: ___(715) 682-7943______________________ 

Email Address: _____einar77@einar77.com_____________________ 

 

COMMENTS (use back of sheet if needed) 

 

Adopt Large-Scale Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations Ordinance as 

prepared by Bayfield County, but with textual modifications to change various 

references to Ashland County rather than Bayfield County. 
 

AND  change the wording to define and apply the ordinance to EXPANSION-

CAFOs (“X-CAFOs”).   
 

So for example, alter the wording of  “Title and Purpose” such that  …  
 

 “The purpose of this ordinance is to effectively, efficiently, and comprehensively 

regulate the operations of  Animal Feeding Operations which may as of the date of 

adoption of this ordinance (“Date of Adoption”) currently exist and which then 

grow (increase the number of animal units) by more than 1,000 animal units, or 

which may come into existence by increase of more than 1,000 animal units at a 

facility existing as of the Date of Adoption or at any subsequently  newly formed 

Ashland County Agricultural Ordinance Advisory Group 

Thursday August 10, 2017, 6:00 – 8:00 PM 

Ashland County Board Room 

PLEASE PROVIDE WRITTEN COMMENTS SPECIFIC TO TODAY’S AGENDA ITEMS.  COMMENTS 
MAY BE SUBMITTED BY MAIL, EMAIL, OR FAX TO THE ADDRESS ABOVE.  IF HANDWRITTEN, 

PLEASE ENSURE YOUR COMMENTS ARE LEGIBLE. 



operation.  Any animal feeding operation increasing by more than 1,000 animal 

units subsequent to the Date of Adoption shall be deemed an Expansion 

Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation “X-CAFO” and shall be subject to the 

regulations, procedures, and undertakings of this ordinance.” 

 

  



Ed Korleski Public Comment 8/9/17 

 

Dear Mr. Pratt.  

 

I am told to put my comments in writing in order to be reviewed by the committee on Aug 10th.  

 

My wife Susan and I are both full time residents of Bayfield Wisconsin. We both served on the 

board of Farms Not Factories until the Bayfield Operational Ordinance was successfully passed. 

This writer is still involved in the anti CAFO effort through offices at the Governor level. 

 

Besides the obvious physical damage to Ashland’s environment caused by CAFOs,  there is the 

specter of MRSA Methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus  Aureus. Lobbyists and people supported 

by the CAFO industry will tell you that MRSA exists everywhere. True. What they do not tell 

you is that it is more concentrated in areas that contain CAFOS. An enormous amount of time 

was spent by this writer and others discussing this subject and getting the facts from the 

University of Pennsylvania and staff at Berkeley College. Extensive written studies are available.  

 

MRSA is a bacterium that causes serious infections in different parts of the body. The very 

young and elderly are particularly vulnerable. Ironically I endured a double bacterial infection 

this past winter. Had I not been in robust health, I could have lost the lower portion of my right 

leg. I endured three operations, and a stay at St Luke’s  in Duluth. Recovery was long and very 

painful, confined to a walker, crutches, etc. Six months later, I still experience almost constant 

pain. This is very nasty stuff. Many  Midwestern hospitals now have infectious disease 

specialists on staff.   Three decades ago, I was based in Chicago and spent time in the third 

world. I had to work with infectious disease doctors out of CDC Atlanta or Miami for 

preventative treatment. When I asked the head of my team at St. Luke’s  in Duluth (Dr. Harmony 

Tyner MD Certified in Infectious Disease)  why Duluth needed her specialty, she asked me if I 

had ‘ever heard of MRSA. She has some FNF literature in her office, and I’d suggest  you take 

the time to at least speak to a larger hospital in the region to get their take on the subject.  

 

This threat to the community is very real. I may be contacted if you need further information. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Edw Korleski 

Bayfield Wisc 

715 779 3660  

 

  



Sandy Brue Public Comment 8/8/17 

 

As a tax paying, voting citizen of Bayfield County I am asking that you do all you can to protect 

our land and water from any pollution that could be caused by the horror of a CAFO. 

 

Besides the inhumane treatment of animals in these things the chance that our precious Lake 

Superior could be harmed is cause for action. 

 

I urge you to adopt the Bayfield County Operations Ordinance. 

 

Sandy Brue 

85490 Apple Hill Rd. 

Bayfield, 54814 

 

 

  



Deb Lewis/City of Ashland Public Comment 8/8/17 

 

Good afternoon Tom: 

Attached are a comment form and correspondence to be shared with members of the Committee 

at this week’s meeting.  Unfortunately, I have another commitment and am unable to attend the 

meeting.  Thank you for your leadership on this issue. 

 

With best regards, 

Deb 

 

Deb Lewis 
Ashland Mayor 
601 Main Street West 
Ashland, WI 54806 
715-682-7033 
dlewis@coawi.org 
 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Items 

6. Revised Scope of Work, Timeline, and Meeting Schedule 

7. Discussion of Bayfield County Large-Scale CAFO Operations Ordinance and 
applicability in Ashland County 

8. Review agricultural ordinance options and other topics identified in prior meetings 

9. Discussion and Possible Action on Agricultural Ordinance Options 

10. Next Steps 

 

Name: Mayor Debra S. Lewis 

Mailing Address: 601 Main Street West, Ashland, Wisconsin 54806 

Phone: 715-682-7033 

Email Address: dlewis@coawi.org 

 

COMMENTS (use back of sheet if needed) 

See Attached Correspondence. 
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         August 8, 2017 

Ashland County Agricultural Advisory Committee                                                                                               

c/o Tom Fratt, Ashland County Land and Water Conservation Dept.                                                                

315 Sanborn Avenue, Suite 100                                                                                                                     

Ashland, Wisconsin 54806-1014 

Re:  ASHLAND COUNTY LARGE-SCALE CONFINED ANIMAL FEEDING OPERATIONS 

ORDINANCE 

Dear Mr. Ortman and Members of the Advisory Committee: 

Thank you for your time and work on this most important topic.  I write, as Mayor for the City of 

Ashland, to express my deep concern over the potential threat of large-scale CAFO sitings in 

Ashland County to the health and safety of our citizens.  I also write as a granddaughter and step-

daughter of traditional farmers, and as one who has great respect for farmers and their right to a 

livelihood.  Family farmers, in my opinion, have always been the world’s most formidable 

conservationists due to their close relationship to the land and the environment. 

 

There are many important arguments that can be made against the feasibility of future CAFO 

sitings in Ashland County, and you have heard them all many times.  Threats such as those to 

fisheries, tourism, quality of life, and the local sustainable food economy pale next to the one 

truly incontrovertible risk: the threat to local drinking water supplies.  Water is life and without 

access to clean and safe water, none of us can survive.   

 

As you are well aware, City of Ashland residents obtain 100% of our drinking water supply from 

the Chequamegon Bay.  For that reason alone, the City of Ashland Common Council has taken 

proactive measures to strongly go on record on this issue, most recently on June 13, 2017, with 

the unanimous passage of a Resolution In Support Of A Statewide Moratorium On The 

Construction And Expansion Of Industrial-Sized Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations In 

Wisconsin. 

 

The July 11, 2016 area flooding incident was instructional in demonstrating what would have 

happened had the Reick’s proposed CAFO in Bayfield County already been permitted.  Aerial 

photography clearly demonstrated extensive runoff into Chequamegon Bay which, had manure 

storage already commenced to the scale proposed, we would surely have experienced a major 

catastrophe the likes of which we have not seen here before.  

Ashland County cannot afford to take a “wait and see” approach to this issue.  Beyond the 

economic impact, this issue is primarily about the health, safety and welfare of the majority of 

residents in this region.    I urge you to be proactive and take measures to retain the maximum 



amount of local control over future potential siting processes to ensure the public health and 

safety of all citizens in the County.   

I have reviewed the language of the adopted Bayfield County Large-Scale Confined Animal 

Feeding Operations Ordinance, being considered by this committee.  I support adoption of the 

principles contained in this document as well as efforts to ensure that our existing local family 

farms are minimally impacted by any additional regulation.  Our local farmers are an important 

part of the local economy and should be differentiated and protected from unnecessary 

restrictions in this matter.  

We are living in extraordinary times, when the long tradition in Wisconsin of preserving and 

protecting our natural resources is daily under attack and dismantling.  We can no longer depend 

on the Federal and State government to ensure the health and welfare of our local citizens.  We 

must take matters into our own hands if we are to ensure that this region’s future generations 

have access to clean and safe water. Bayfield County has courageously shown the way to placing 

the health, safety, and welfare of its citizens ahead of greed and short-term profit.  I encourage 

you all to take the long view in this matter and tap into the collective wisdom contained in your 

committee to find a long-term solution that best serves all citizens of Ashland County. 

Respectfully, 

Debra S. Lewis 

City of Ashland Mayor                                

 

 

  



Matthew Horning Public Comment 8/5/17 

 

Hi Mr. Fratt, 

I completed the form and have attached it. Please let me know if I can be of further assistance, 

and thanks for all your hard work on this issue.  

Sincerely, 

Matt 

 

I have copied Mr. Campbell on this as my County Commissioner. Clarence, we have discussed 

this topic on the Health and Human Services Board, so I suspect you are already aware of my 

position. 

 

 

 

 

 

Agenda Items 

11. Revised Scope of Work, Timeline, and Meeting Schedule 

12. Discussion of Bayfield County Large-Scale CAFO Operations Ordinance and 
applicability in Ashland County 

13. Review agricultural ordinance options and other topics identified in prior meetings 

14. Discussion and Possible Action on Agricultural Ordinance Options 

15. Next Steps 

 

Name: __Matthew Horning_______________________________________________ 

Mailing Address: _____920 Chapple Ave Ashland WI 54806

 _______________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______218-591-7007___________________ 

Email Address: __________mjhorning@gmail.com________________________________ 

 

COMMENTS (use back of sheet if needed) 

Dear Mr. Fratt and Members of the ACAO Advisory Group: 

Thank you all for your time, attention, and hardwork.  

I spoke with Mr. Fratt by telephone several months back, and Charlie 

and I have discussed this topic at some length on the Health and Human 

Services Board, but after reading the Ashland Daily Press article 

Ashland County Agricultural Ordinance Advisory Group 
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PLEASE PROVIDE WRITTEN COMMENTS SPECIFIC TO TODAY’S AGENDA ITEMS.  COMMENTS 
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(7/29/2017) on this committee’s work, I feel compelled to submit written 

comments as well: 

I ask that this group and the Ashland County Board as a whole adopt 

ordinances which protect our water and air now and for the future. 

Bayfield County went through a deliberative, well-researched process, 

and I hope Ashland County will adopt the Bayfield County CAFO 

Operations Ordinance or something similarly protective of our shared 

natural resources.  

I am happy to share my personal background and justifications for my 

views and/or to discuss further, if so desired.  

Sincerely, 

Matthew Horning 
  



Cindy McDonnell Public Comment 7/9/17 

 

Dear Tom, Please do you your best to protect Lake Superior from CAFO pollution.  I appreciate 

all you do. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Cindy McDonnell 

229 South 5th Street 

Bayfield, WI   

 

  



James Brakken/Northwest Waters Consortium Comment 7/1/17 

 
Northwest Wisconsin Waters Consortium 
Working on behalf of all who value our lakes and streams 

James Brakken, President  Email treasureofnamakagon@gmail.com 
July 2017 update 

*Please consider adding the starred items to your next meeting agenda 

*Support your countywide lake association: If your lake association has not made its annual 

contribution to your local lakes and streams association or lakes forum, add this to your next agenda. 

Please do not be the weak link in the chain. They work for you and your waterfront property value. 
 

*Support Wisconsin Lakes, Inc. (WL): Because the current administration pulled the DNR grant 

funding that sustained the statewide work of WL (formerly WI Assn of Lakes), WL now depends on 

contributions from lake associations and individuals. Please pitch in. Find them at 

Wisconsinlakes.org. 
 

*CAFOs: In the interest of protecting our surface waters and ground waters from the risk of 

pollution, Northwest Waters supports the efforts of our county boards to restrict development of 

Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) in northwest Wisconsin. Every lake 

organization is urged to draft a brief note (or use the attached resolution) urging each county to not 

allow CAFOs to be sited in the north. Your county board needs to hear from you. Please forward 

your message to your county administrator and county board chair. 
 

Wisconsin Shorelands Initiative: Northwest Waters and the countywide lake associations that serve 

our region continue our partnership with the Wisconsin Shorelands Initiative. WSI was formed in 

response to 2015’s Act 55 which gutted lake classification and our waterfront zoning regs and took 

local control of zoning away from our counties. Although Northwest Waters supports the efforts of 

the WI Rivers Alliance, Wisconsin Lakes, Inc, the League of Conservation Voters, Wetlands, and 

others, it is clear that WSI has taken the lead in the struggle to resist legislators’ attempts to gut the 

laws that protect Wisconsin’s lakes, streams, & shorelands. This is WSI’s sole focus, unlike the other 

groups listed above. See wisconsinshoreland.org for more information. 
 

The following is based on the July Wisconsin Shorelands Initiative update from John Richter, 

chair of the WSI: 
 

Dredging: WSI continues to provide comment and reasoning at the request of DNR for their 

proposed General Permit for riparian dredging lake bottom in front of their property. The draft we 

received has the potential to be incredibly damaging to our lakes and shorelines. 
 

Eliminating all shoreland zoning regulations: WSI is battling a legislator who wants to end all 

zoning for shorelands on our lakes by including another last minute amendment in the state budget to 

avoid legislative scrutiny. 
 

County control of shoreland zoning: WSI’s bill to return shoreland zoning to county control with 

lake classification as the foundation and to recover the ability to regulate lakeshore lighting is now 

drafted. WSI has a confirmed sponsor in hand. The bill will be introduced in the fall session to avoid 

being used as a pawn in the ongoing and very polarized budget debate. 
 

Two ways you can help: 

1. Lake associations should contact their county supervisors and urge them to let the Wisconsin 

County Association to resist any further attempt to weaken shoreland zoning. (See attached 

mailto:treasureofnamakagon@gmail.com
http://www.wisconsinlakes.org/
https://wisconsinshoreland.org/


resolution.) This is especially important for the northern counties with so many smaller, vulnerable 

lakes now being developed at an alarming rate. 

2. *A contribution from your association or from any individual puts you on the Wisconsin 

Shoreland  Initiative “partner” list (or keeps you there if already listed). WSI is the lead advocate for 

reasonable, responsible waterfront development. Please consider sending a check to the above 

address. All funds received are used to pay the bills we incur in our struggle to protect your 

waterfront property values. 
 

Shoreland zoning exists to provide intelligent and responsible oversight of waterfront development. 

The elimination of it is certain to cause irreparable harm to our waters and your property values. WSI 

is the last line of defense for our lakes.  
 

Thank you for supporting your countywide, Wisconsin Lakes, Inc, and WSI. Enjoy your lake! 
 

Jim Brakken, Northwest Waters Consortium President 

 

CAFO RESOLUTION  

 

In the interest of protecting our surface waters and ground waters from the risk of pollution, the 

_____(lake organization name)_______  Board of Directors supports the efforts of the 

______(county)_______  Board of Supervisors to restrict development of Concentrated 

Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOs) in northwest Wisconsin. 

 

Adopted unanimously or Adopted by the ______(lake organization name)_______  Board of 

Directors 

 

__________________________________________ 

(Date and name of secretary, president, or chairman) 

 

 

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE RETURN OF LOCAL CONTROL OF 

SHORELAND ZONING TO OUR COUNTY 

 

In the interest of protecting our lakes, streams, and wetlands from unreasonable and/or 

irresponsible development practices on or near our waters, we, the _____(lake organization 

name)_______  Board of Directors, urge the ______(county)_______ Board of Supervisors to 

call for the return of county control of shoreland zoning regulation to our county. In 

addition, we ask our county board to immediately instruct the Wisconsin Counties 

Association to reject any attempt by legislators to further weaken shoreland zoning 

regulations in northwest Wisconsin. 
 

Adopted unanimously or Adopted by the ______(lake organization name)_______  Board of 

Directors 

 

__________________________________________ 

(Date and name of secretary, president, or chairman) 

 


