
Ashland County Land Conservation Committee
April 5, 2013

Ashland County LWCD Office

Present:      
George Mika Tom Fratt
Gerry Richardson Mike Pero
Randy Richardson Dave Schultz
Ken Lindquist Tim Mika
Charlie Ortman Scott Caven

Excused:  Maxine Kleinsteiber

Call to order: by George Mika @ 9:33 AM.  The meeting had been properly noticed.

Minutes:  Motion to approve minutes of 1-29-13 by Ortman/Lindquist.  MC.  

Public Comments:  None

Agenda Items

1. WLWCA Annual Conference - Informational

Tom, George, Ken and Charlie attended.  It was a very good conference with a mix of 
topics, but probably more technical-oriented than the traditional WLWCA conference.  
Charlie emphasized the need the advertise and market the services we offer in the face of 
“unfunded mandates” and tightening state finances.

2. ATCP50 Revision review and comments - Informational

 Written comments due April 30th.  The revision identifies reduced cost-share rates for 
non-ag. landowners and some farm practices.  The revision also poses eliminating 
cost-share for towns and other local governments.  Increases DATCP discretion over 
staffing and cost-share funding priorities and eliminates the minimum base staffing 
grant.  Regulations on milk house waste and feed storage runoff are tightened, and new
cost-share practices are offered.  NMP requirements for pastures would be tightened – 
requiring pastures to meet T and PI levels.  The revision has very strong ties to the 
Farmland Preservation Program as a means of gaining compliance.

3. Joint DATCP/DNR 2014 Staff and Support Allocation - Action

Fratt still needs to complete the 2012 DATCP survey, required to submit 2012 application.  
The application is very close to complete, but staffing costs will need a slight adjustment 
after final numbers are obtained from the Clerk’s office, and the final number for the TRM 
grant application will need to be updated.

 Motion to have Chairman Mika sign the application.  If minor changes are   
subsequently made, then final signatures can be obtained from Mika and/or Beirl.
Motion made by Ortman/Lindquist.  MC.

4. Grazing Specialist Quarterly Report – Informational

Tim provided a handout detailing the conferences and training he has been involved with, 
number of contacts made, and data management issues he is working on.
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5. Metallic Mining in Ashland County - Discussion

Charlie questioned if the county has the authority to create an ordinance, and if they did, 
would it hold any weight?  Others felt that the true power to regulate mining would fall to the
towns.

6. Conservationist Report

Fratt provided a report of his activities since the last meeting and highlighted upcoming 
dates and deadlines.  He summarized his activities with the WLWCA Board of Directors, 
including talks about accessing Section 319 Clean Water Act funds (EPA) through the 
WDNR with the hope of revising the LWRMP to meet the framework of an EPA 9-element 
watershed plan.  Fratt would like to work with the DNR and WLWCA to use the Ashland 
County LWRMP as a model for the rest of the state, and to aid in that effort, he would like to
interview a part-time GIS intern that may be able to help out with office administration.  The 
LCC supported this idea if additional funding could be found from grants.

Fratt also identified correspondence with Jauch and Bewley related to ATCP50 and the 
state budget, and also indicated that the recently approved resolutions would be forwarded 
on to the governor and some legislators.  Stacy Dehne was recently recognized with a 
special award from WLWCA.  The LWCD recently purchased AutoCad software updates 
through an “emergency” request placed with Beirl.

7. Engineering Technician Report

Pero reviewed his handout with information on project selection for 2013, including 
carry-over projects.  Discussion returned to finding funding for heavy use area pads for 
storage of silage bags.  Mike provided standard drawings and cost-estimates of the pads, 
although no funding sources have been identified.

8. Wildlife Damage Specialist Report

Schultz provided a handout detailing his program activities since the last LCC meeting.

9. AIS Coordinators Report

Caven provided a handout of his activities since the last meeting.  No questions were asked
of Scott.

10. Agency and Partner Reports:  None

Other Business:  George mentioned his involvement on the Professional Improvement Committee. 
The PIC will be moving the annual conference to the Paper Valley Hotel in Appleton for the next 2 
years.  Also, the Lumberjack RC&D (Rhinelander) may be interested in having Ashland County 
and others join their organization.

Approval of Bills:  A summary list of bills submitted for payment since the previous LCC meeting 
was handed out.

 Motion to approve the bills by R. Richardson/G. Richardson  MC.   

Next meeting date:  Friday, May 31st  @ 9:30 a.m.
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Adjourn  :   11:44 a.m. by Chairman Mika
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