
 
Ashland County Highway 

Committee Meeting Minutes 
STH 13 & Ryefield Rd. 
Highbridge, WI 54846 

           June 13th, 2016 
 

 
Reorganizational Highway Committee Meeting was held on June 13th, 2016 at 9:00 AM. at the Ashland 
County Highway Department Conference Room in Highbridge, WI. 
 
Item 1.  Meeting was called to order by Highway Committee Chairman Carl Kubley at 9:01 AM.  

Members in Attendance:  Rick Korpela, Gary Mertig, Carl Kubley, Jerry Teague and Dick 
Pufall.  Also present: Emmer W. Shields, Jr., Highway Commissioner, Pete Russo, County Board 
Chair; Tim McFadden, Krystal Guthman, Patricia Dudley and Rick Guthman of the Elk Country 
ATV Club; and Dan Johnson, Sheri Zeise, Carol Johnson, of the Tuscobia Trail ATV Club. 

 
Item 2.  Approval of Agenda.  Motion to approve agenda by Jerry Teague, 2nd by Gary Mertig.  Motion 

carried.   
 
Item 3.  Approval of Minutes.  Motion to approve May 9th, 2016 minutes by Dick Pufall, 2nd by Rick 

Korpela.  Motion carried.   
 
Item 4.  Public Comment - None 
 
Item 5. New and Old Business 
 
 *  ATV Club Request for CTH GG Access – Committee Members Rick Korpela and 

Commissioner Shields visited the site on CTH GG being requested as an ATV route.  The 
partially completed trail adjacent to CTH GG has been closed by the Forest Service due to 
wetland issues.  It may still be possible to construct a trail, but the local ATV clubs do not 
have the expertise or financial resources to undertake an acceptable trail.  Commissioner 
Shields asked the Committee if there would be support for the Highway Department to 
become more involved in designing and constructing trails, since it was clear that this was 
beyond the resources of most ATV Clubs.   Several ATV Club representatives expressed the 
need for the 0.8 mile connector between the two ends of FR164 and the positive economic 
improvement it would mean for the Clam Lake and greater Ashland County area.  Commissioner 
Shields initiated his concerns about a potential precedent for use of County Highways as ATV 
routes, as well as the safety issue of ATV’s using paved highways.  After considerable 
discussion, motion made by Jerry Teague, 2nd by Dick Pufall to direct the Commissioner to 
develop or draft an ATV Ordinance to allow use of CTH GG as a connector between FR164 
terminus; the Commissioner will begin developing engineering options to develop a trail at or 
near the existing alignment; the Committee will require a 2 year sunset on the proposed 
route, at which time the route will be reassessed.  Motion carried. 

 
 *  Work Schedule – The Department is presently doing maintenance work including patching 

pavements; cutting invasive vegetation; and pulling up shoulders.  The Department has also 
been working on the reconstruction of the Courthouse parking lot. 

 
 



 
 *  Resolution to support the Just Fix It Campaign – Commissioner Shields reviewed a draft 

Resolution to be considered at the upcoming Count Board Meeting supporting sustainable 
funding for transportation.  This is part of a larger effort that is being led by the 
Transportation Development Association and the Wisconsin Counties Association.  There is a 
plan for county wide meetings in each of Wisconsin County of all government officials 
interested in transportation funding to be held later this year.  It appears that only a grass 
roots effort can get a responsible transportation budget to be developed. 

 
 Item 6.  Other Business 

  
 -  A plaque from the Wisconsin County Highway Association honoring Ken Lindquist was 

present to Mr. Lindquist by County Board Chair Pete Russo and Highway Committee Chair Carl 
Kubley. 

 
Item 7.   Approval of bills for the month.  Motion to approve bills by Jerry Teague, 2nd by Dick Pufall.  

Motion carried. 
 
Item 8.    Next meeting date – July 11th, 2016 at 9 AM. 
 
Item 9. Adjournment – Motion by Pete Russo, 2nd by Dick Pufall to adjourn .  Motion carried.  

Committee adjourned at 10:30 AM.   
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


