
APPROVED MINUTES 

Ashland County Agriculture & Extension Education Committee Meeting 

May 24, 2016  9:00am 

Ashland County Extension Office 
 

Call to Order and Roll Call 
The meeting was called to order by Kathy Schutte at 8:58am 
 

Members Present: Norm Couture, George Mika, Martin Vitek, and Kathy Schutte 

 

Others Present: Amy Tromberg, Pete Russo, Tom Wojciechowski, and Matt Cogger (Kathy Beeksma 

arrived 9:45am) 

 

Excused: Charlie Ortman 
 

Approval of Minutes 
George moved to approve the minutes from the April 27, 2016 meeting.  Martin seconded the 

motion.  Motion carried. 
 

Public Comments – Doug said hello and that he will be teaching Leadership in the schools today. 
 

1. Ashland County Fair Update and Parking 
 Kathy S. reported that selling raffle tickets is going well, and the fair hired the hypnotist. 
 Kathy S. attended last Fair Board meeting, will not change the meeting day/ time.  George 

works Thursday evenings and cannot attend. 
 
2. County Board Retreat Planning 

 Tom handed out draft agenda for annual Ashland County Board Retreat to be held at the 
Sigurd Olson Institute at Northland College.  Add Pete Russo to introduction with Jeff Bierl. 

 Asking staff from each county department to give a short presentation and then Q&A. 
 Asking each county department for information, Updating Office Profile booklet. 
 Box lunch from Northland, RSVP with choice, 2 meat options or vegetarian. 
 Tom asked if anyone would be interested in a tour of Northland College at the end? 
 George asked to invite President Miller to the retreat to say a few words. 

 
3. Opportunities for Engaging Youth 

Youth Outreach 
 Amy reported that we have used youth spreadsheet twice already, shared with 

Northlakes and Mike Cashman, Health & Human Services, Public Health. 
Camp for Youth  
 George asked to keep on the burner, might not happen this year.   
 Looking on the Flambeau, east of Hwy 13, since there are walking trails and skiing trails 

down there already. 
Youth Involvement in County Government 
 George looking into state statue about if we could give them per deim.  Wants to get a 

youth on committee, and want youth to feel a part of county government. 
 
4. UWEX Restructuring Updates 



 UWEX has started appointing work groups, Tom W. was nominated and appointed for the 
CNRED program area work group, starting with a meeting in Madison.  Expected to spend 8-
10 hours per week on this planning team. 

 Provost Aaron Brower, Dean & Director Richard Klemme, Vice Chancellor Steve Wildeck, 
and NW Regional Director Julie Keown-Bomar will be coming up to meet with Ashland, 
Bayfield, Douglas, & Iron Counties on Thursday July 14, at 1pm at the Dexter Library at 
Northland College in Ashland.  Inviting Ag & Ex Committees, County Board Chairs, and staff 
from each county.  Also having a meeting that morning at Bad River, Tribal Chairman Robert 
(Buzzy) will be holding a Tribal meeting, Joy, Tom W. etc. will be there too. 

 Adjusted the restructuring timeline again, implementation Feb 2017. 
 Kathy B. also was nominated.  Work groups are rolling out in waves, her group(s) are in the 

last wave, so she hasn’t heard back yet.  Doug did not self-nominate. 
 Will Andresen, Iron County CNRED, has taken the North Central Regional Director position. 

 
5. High Tunnel Updates 

 Matt was at Bad River a few weeks ago, things are planted, season is going well so far lots of  
sun and a warm early spring. 

 Norm asked for more details about location, size, and costs of the Bad River High Tunnels.  
Matt replied and shared information. 

 
6. Comprehensive Plan & Farmland Preservation Plan Committee Report 

 Held committee meeting yesterday, George said it went well. 
 Tom W. reported that they have reviewed drafts of 5 of the 9 objectives; next meeting will 

be Transportation with the Highway Department, then Agriculture, then Land Use and how 
to make sure the plan is implemented. 

 Able to hire a full time summer position with Tom F.’s grant, Natalie will start on Tuesday. 
 
7. Energy Independence 

 Tom W. says Bayfield Electric solar program is accepting purchase of shares in a new solar 
garden to be located in Iron River. 

 Xcel also has a solar program clients can sign up for now too.  Generally you need to sign up 
with whichever organization provides your power. 

 
8. Approve Vouchers 

 The list of paid vouchers was reviewed and signed.  George moved to approve the vouchers 
for payment.  Pete seconded the motion. Motion carried. 

 
George & Pete left at 9:50am 
 
Agent Reports  

 Written reports submitted and agents in attendance gave a highlight of their work:  
Hort  Master Gardener class (2nd for the year) is ongoing, at WITC has 21 students.   

 Tractor safety will be in mid-July.  Contacted by Sandy Naas who has lots of students 

interested, open to youth age 12 for diving test, required if you are hired to work on 

another farm or on roads. The driving test will be at Northland Lawn, last year at Lulich’s. 

 Martin had 3 plant samples, Matt identified and discussed plants with Martin. 

Family Living 

/ WNEP 
 Working on WNEP grant, final paperwork due June 15, including form with signature of 

county official.  Kathy B. passed out county WNEP grant letter and reviewed where 

WNEP has been teaching this past year.  Martin moved to have Kathy S. sign as Vice-

Chair, and Tom W. sign as Department Head, Norm seconded motion, motion passed. 



 FL continuing education, Native American food systems work being done in the Dakota’s 

& USDA understanding the rise of rural child poverty, 2003 through 2014, an emerging 

trend.  Rural areas, less full time work available year round, impacting kids, more single 

parent homes / single income homes. 

 Individual parenting at Bad River, trying a new model. 

CNRED 

  
 Kathy B. & Tom W. attended Ashland & Bayfield Counties Town’s meeting last night, 

only 2 Ashland County town’s present, Sanborn & Gingles, and 7 or 8 Bayfield towns.  

Mark Schribner from CenturyLink presented on what they are going to be doing with 

Broadband in the area, Century Link received a large amount of federal money to connect 

rural areas that don’t have good connections right now.  Federal strings, have 6 years but 

need to reach 40% within the first 2 years.  So still looking at 2-3 years out for most of 

Ashland & Bayfield County rural areas. Beth Meyers was there and applied for State 

Broadband committee. 

 Madeline Island meeting last week, working again with the Library to update their 

strategic plan.  Completed most of the items on the strategic plan from 5 years ago. 

 Attended a CNRED agent training on technology, discussion about effectiveness of 

teaching and working through technology sources. 

 
 
9. Recognition of Ken Lindquist  

 Ken arrived around 10:30am and was presented with cards, a certificate of recognition, a 
picture of a dress shirt on order, and we shared a slideshow of pictures of Ken at County 
Board events. 

 Ken spoke about his years of service on the Ag & Ex Committee. 
 
10. Other Business –  

 Kathy S. brought Finnish Oven Cheese to sample and shared recipe. 

 WACEC (Wisconsin Association of County Extension Committees) Meeting is June 20-21 in 

Wausau, Kathy S., George and Charlie are interested in attending.  Touch base on confirming 

hotel and registration information.  Board members should bring something for the auction.  

No staff are planning on attending. 

 Shared final draft of the Ashland County UWEX Annual Report for 2015, with budget 

leverage. 

 Kathy S. shared that on Saturday at 1pm they will be dedicating another mural at the 

Marengo mural park (going to have 6) this one is a residence mural; next is a baseball 

mural, then farmers and tractor mural. 

 

Norm left 10:50am 

 
11. Next Meeting Dates –  

Our next meeting Thursday, June 30th 9am 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:00 am 
Respectfully submitted by Amy Tromberg 

 


