
MINUTES 

Ashland County Agriculture & Extension Education Committee Meeting 

November 19, 2015  9:30am 

Ashland County Extension Office 

 

Call to Order and Roll Call 
The meeting was called to order by Charlie Ortman at 9:32am 

 

Members Present: Charlie Ortman, Kathy Schutte, George Mika, and Ken Lundquist  

Member Excused: Norm Couture 

Others Present: Tom Wojciechowski, Amy Tromberg, Kathy Beeksma, and Doug Liphart 

 

Approval of Minutes 
Ken moved to approve the minutes from the October 20, 2015 meeting.  George seconded the 

motion.  Motion carried.  

 

Public Comments  
 Kathy S. mentioned that three County Board members (Kathy S., George, and Charlie) 

attended Ashland County 4-H Achievement Night. 
 

Agent Reports 
 Written reports submitted and agents in attendance gave a highlight of their work:  

CNRED  Finished Strategic Plan with AADC, approved and now looking at action steps, continuing 

work with the City for an MOU – approved for 2 years. 

 At the All Staff Conference – Tom was a part of a team that did a presentation on 

Qualitative Research Techniques. 

4-H & Youth  It is 4-H paperwork season, Charters, 990’s, and group enrollments etc. 

 4-H Achievement Night was November 14, had a great turn out. 

 Recruiting youth for Superior Days. 

 Planning Winter Camp and CANSKI events already under way. 

 End of year numbers for 4-H Clubs and Doug & Joy’s group enrollments, 191 enrolled 4-

H Club youth, 585 individual learners and 1,876 learning contacts. 

Family Living 

/ WNEP 
 Introduced new WNEP educator, Heather Laasko. 

 Finished out WNEP end of year reporting, Ashland County reached 5,477 contacts, and 1, 

449 individual learners (high % are youth). 

 Family Living – looking at plan of work, child care, poverty with League of Women 

Voters, collaborating and support others who are doing parenting education. 

 Regional Associate – Presented on Trust at All Colleague Conference in Madison.  

George would like to have a session would be of interest to Prentice House, groups, 

elected officials, non-profits, community members etc. 

 George interested in re-entry programs, and Building Strong Families in the Jail. 

 Feb 10-11 = Northwest Region All Colleague Conference in Eau Claire, day 2 is WACEC 

Handouts included: Agent Reports for Kathy B, Matt and Doug; 4 page Trust Presentation handout 

from Kathy B. 

1. Comprehensive Plan & Farmland Preservation Plan Committee Report 
 Interns have a majority of the background documents mostly done.  Tom W. is working on 

final edits.  Then planning on making copies of these updated background documents.  For 
housing section added about 8 pages.   



 Friday, December 4th is the tentative next meeting for Comprehensive Planning Committee.  
Will be sending out an agenda.   

 Towns asked for a deadline.   

 Contact all towns and send past comprehensive plan, information, assistance on survey, and 
word documents that we are updating, give background documents once updated.  Then 
specifically what sections they should update for their town. 

 Regarding the background document with updates, Tom W. asked if they preferred to take 
it section by section – mail each section separately as main agenda item for one meeting; or 
should he send the whole thing and go through it as they can throughout the meetings.  
George prefers one at a time.  See what they can get done in their 2 hour meeting. 

 
2. Energy Independence – Energy Efficiency Grant 

 State Energy Office put out a grant request for proposals, due November 18.  Worked with 
Bobbie Rongstad with Focus on Energy and Jeff B.  Very short turn around, money has to be 
spent by May 2016.  Wrote a grant to replace all of the lighting in the Jail building with LED 
more energy efficient, plus getting to the point of replacing 20 year old fixtures.  Put in a 
request for $52,000, will hear in the next 2 weeks. 

 Attended Energy Summit this week, 75 people attended, main topics on energy efficiency 
and renewable energy. 

 PACE is a program to fund private individuals and business upgrading facilities including 
renewable energy and energy efficiency.  It looks to be worth investigating. 

 Performance contracting to audit entire building and suggest we do x, y, z save $, the 
contractor would we do the work and take a percentage of savings to cover the costs. 

 
3. Ashland County Fair 

 Kathy S, Kathy B, Tom & Doug should meet and do an evaluation. 

 Fair moved back to Labor Day weekend, due to reduced price of carnival. 

 Discussion about carnival, raffles, and parking lot. 
Kathy S, Kathy B & Doug left 11:15am 
 
4. UWEX Restructuring Updates 

 Julie Keown-Bomar asked us to brainstorm new areas, wants feedback by Dec 2. 

 Julie will be visiting every County in NW Region and will meet with everyone.  Julie will be 
in Ashland January 14th at 9am, have this be our Committee Meeting. 

 
5. Approve Vouchers 
The list of paid vouchers was reviewed and signed.  George moved to approve the vouchers for 
payment.  Ken seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
 
6. Other Business – Superior Days: Doug and Ian are working with bringing youth.  Superior Days 

has been restructured, issues driven by Douglas County.  Tom W. probably won’t attend this year. 

 

7. Next Meeting Dates – December 22, 9:30am followed by Holiday Open House  

January 14, 9am with Julie Keown-Bomar, Northwest Regional Director 

 

Meeting adjourned at 11:55 am 

Respectfully submitted by Amy Tromberg 


