
 MINUTES 

Ashland County Agriculture & Extension Education Committee Meeting 

October 20, 2015  9:30am 

Ashland County Extension Office 

 

Call to Order and Roll Call 
The meeting was called to order by Charlie Ortman at 9:33 am 

 

Members Present: Charlie Ortman, Kathy Schutte, George Mika, Ken Lundquist and Norm Couture 

 

Others Present: Tom Wojciechowski, Amy Tromberg, Jason Fischbach and Matt Cogger 

 

Approval of Minutes 
George moved to approve the minutes from the September 10, 2015 meeting.  Ken seconded the 

motion.  Motion carried.  

 

Public Comments  
 Kathy S. shared about Trunk and Treat event in Marengo.  
 Charlie would like our office to develop a plan on how to reach 100% of the youth, even to 

identify what we would need to have this outreach.  George commented that it needs to be 
office and committee. 

 

Agent Reports 
 Written reports submitted and agents in attendance gave a highlight of their work:  

CNRED  Clean Sweep quantities in report. 

 AADC strategic planning, gave final plan to board this morning and it was approved. 

4-H & Youth  Working on youth development leadership programs in the schools today. 

Family Living 

/ WNEP 
 WNEP - new educator, Heather Laasko, will start the first week of November. 

 Family Living – held Oct budget class yesterday, is planning budget class in the Jail in 

November and Building Strong Families in December. 

 Regional Associate – in Madison 3 days this week for meetings and Cooperative 

Extension Administrative Committee (CEAC) meeting. 

Hort  Had the Grain bin simulator at the County Fair, also working with Mason and Grand View 

fire fighters for close space stimulations. 

 This summer had six kids in the tractor training program, pretty much ideal size. 

 Working with growers in the field, pretty decent year except for blueberries which had a 

short season. 

 Growers say there isn’t enough summer housing for laborers. 

 On a publication team working on a High tunnel production manual, hopes to publish with 

UWEX and the Learning Store. 

 CORE Community Resources Director Linda Barns has been recruiting for master 

gardeners. Master Gardner volunteer hours are due today, like usual they have lots of 

volunteer hours. 

Ag  Livestock committee is a lot of his time – latest issue is road dust. 

 Met with Tammy Baldwin office rep, Kelley, brought her up-to-date on programs 

including hazelnut and high tunnels etc. 

 UW-Superior is driving cranberry project, high bush cranberry, yield trials locally. 

 318 hazelnut plants produced of the trial plantings. 

 2 new high tunnels are being put up at Bad River by the Food Sovereignty building. (This 

makes 7 total high tunnels with this project in the area.) 



Handouts included: Jason’s Agent Report & 9 page draft on nEXT Gen local component 

1. Comprehensive Plan & Farmland Preservation Plan Committee Report 
 Tom W. reported that the Committee met 3 weeks ago, and got through all 9 elements. 

 Tom W. has 3 Northland College interns this semester gathering background data & 
information, they are reviewing and updating data to 2010+.  

 They are also looking at what other pieces are missing from the 2006 report. 

 There is little about assessed value in the County in the past version.  Stuart, an intern, has 
put together graphs on this, LaPointe and the City of Ashland are the largest portions of a 
pie chart. 

 State Senate & State Assembly have introduced bills that would get rid of Comprehensive 
Planning requirement, if passed towns etc. could vote and opt out.  Originally 
Comprehensive Plans were mandated. 

 
2. Energy Independence – Solar Panels 

 Today at the AADC meeting Dale expressed interest in solar panels, Pete said they were 
doing them here. 

 Wednesday, October 21, at 7pm Northland is presenting the study they have been doing the 
last 6 months on renewable energy and energy efficiency.  

 Just found a USDA grant that might apply to us, will look into. 

 Lots of work to do on energy. 
Jason left 10:35am 
 
3. WACEC/WCA 2015 Meeting, Sept 20-22 in La Crosse, WI - Report 

 Kathy S. went to a session from Enbridge and applied for a grant to help the Town of 
Marengo local fire department, they received the $1,000 grant which will be used to help 
pay for a radio. 

 Ken was honored for 20 years on Ag & Ex committee – gave framed certificate and photo. 

 Will submit press release and photo to the local newspapers about Ken’s award. 

 George not sure about having a combined conference, preferred WACEC separate of WCA. 
 
4. Board Retreat – Tour – Report & Evaluate 

 Toured conservation practices on Mika farm. 

 Gina Pearce, Fair Secretary, attended lunch at the fairgrounds, there were no questions. 

 Future retreat agendas, be more specific, i.e. list activity and dress for the weather.  

 Tom W. reported good food, and that they saw a wolf. 
o Fairgrounds 

 George has talked with Mike Pero about gravel and pads 12 ft wide x 2 from 
each driveway, 200x12x2  put where people walk, George will talk with Mike 
and get a cost estimate for the next meeting; want to gravel entry/ driveway 
200 ft (250 yards of gravel). 

 Kathy S. call Mike & ask what materials would be needed, pads maybe LCC 
funding? 

 Talk to Pete & Emer about amounts and when and where to deliver. 
 Fair Board met and moved Fair back to Labor Day weekend, carnival said 

their fee would go from $33,000 to $20,000. 
 Forestry & Rec grant applications are due for January meeting. 



Matt left 11:08am 
 
5. UWEX Restructuring Draft 

 Charlie and Tom listened to and watched the wisline of Dean and Director Rick Klemme and 
Chancellor Cathy Sandeen on the local component, county section of restructuring. 

 Tom passed around the Dean’s draft County portion of the restructuring. 

 Cut about 40 positions across 72 counties. 

 Draft plan is to create areas, which will consist of 4 to 6 counties (looked at and described 
diagram) and discussion. 

 George and Ken mentioned in 1989 farmland conservation had Ashland, Bayfield, Douglas 
and Iron (ABDI) Counties together and it worked with the right people etc. 

 
8. Approve Vouchers 
The list of paid vouchers was reviewed and signed.  George moved to approve the vouchers for 
payment.  Ken seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
 
9. Other Business – None 

10. Next Meeting Date – November 19, 9:30am 

Meeting adjourned at 11:35 am 
 
Respectfully submitted by Amy Tromberg 

 


