
Mining Impact Committee
October 16, 2013 at 10:00 am

County Board Room

Members Present: Charles Ortman, Pete Russo, Norm Courture,  Dick Pufall, Joyce Kabasa, Jim 
Oakley, Rick Korpela,  Marty Vitek, Ray Hyde, Bob Blaszkowski, 
Jerry Teague (alt),  Donna Williamson, Jim Hnath, Terry Perry, (alt), Gary 
Kabasa, Dale Kupczyk

Absent/Excused: Emmer Shields, Greg BeBeau, Joe Barabe, Chris Hoffman

Others Present: Lori Schmidt, Cindy Zach, Ann Coakley, public (list on file with minutes)

Pete Russo called the meeting to order at 10:01 am. and roll call followed.  Motion by Joyce Kabasa to 
approve the September 10, 2013 meeting minutes as presented.  Second by Bob Blaszkowski.  Motion 
carried.

Motion by Bob Blaszkowski to place public comments at item number 4 on the agenda and move item 
#4 to number 3 on the agenca.  Second by Donna Williamson.  Motion carried.

Tom Fitz a professor at Northland College gave a presentation regarding asbestos that has been found 
and confirmed by UW Madison in the proposed mining area.  Tom explained how grunerite is formed 
and how/when it becomes active (braking the rocks into smaller pieces and then crushing them into 
powder).  Tom stated that we need “good science” to understand these rocks.  The public then 
proceeded to ask questions of Tom and to make comments to the Committee.  Those present 
encouraged the Committee to follow the science, protect the people, the water and the future.

Ann Coakley from the DNR stated that currently the ball is in G-Tac's court as the DNR is waiting for 
G-Tac's revised bulk sampling plan.

Discussion regarding a hazardous ordinance that is on file in the County from the Ashland County 
Public Health Agency.

Members of the Committee felt that Tom Fratt and Cindy Zach needed to be added the the Mining 
Impact Committee.

The next meeting to review the bulk mining ordinance was scheduled for October 25, 2013 at 9:00 am 
in the County Board Room. 

Motion by Donna Williamson, second by Joyce Kabasa to adjourn.  Motion carried and the meeting 
adjourned at 12:32 pm

Lori Schmidt
Administrative Assistant


