
Northern Regional Trail Advisory Committee 
Meeting Summary of October 3, 2013 (Draft) 

Spooner, WI 

 

Members Present 

Leigh Neitzel, Bayfield County; Susan Ingalls, Burnett County; Ro Endresen, Burnett County; Dan Thole, 

Barron County; David Moin, Barron County; Larry Jepson, Polk County; John Robinson, Douglas County; 

Louie Okey, Barron County; Greg Peterson, Sawyer County; and Randy Tatur, Rusk County 

 

Others Present 

Cameron Bump, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources;  Mike Peterson, Washburn County 

Forestry; Mark Heil, Washburn County Forestry; Sheldon Johnson, NWRPC; Don Mrotek, Sawyer County 

Snowmobile & ATV Alliance; Ed Slaminski, Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources; Elizabeth 

Tischner, U.S. Forest Service; and Doug Johnson, Association of Wisconsin Snowmobile Clubs 

 

Approve Agenda 

Motion by Okey to approve agenda, seconded by Jepson.  Approved 

 

Committee Introductions & Recognition of Guests 

Members and Guests were introduced. 

 

Accept July 25, 2013 meeting summary 

Motion by Robinson to approve the meeting summary from July 25, 2013, seconded by Okey.  Approved 

 

CN Rail Abandonment in the City of Rice Lake (Wild Rivers Trail) 

Cameron Bump, DNR and David Moin, Barron County provided an update as to Canadian National’s 

intention to abandon a segment of rail line in the City of Rice Lake from milepost (MP) 56 to MP 55.2.  A 

formal legal notice had been published in the Rice Lake Chronotype.  Track and ties within the segment 

had already been removed.  The Wisconsin DNR is actively monitoring the abandonment.  It is hoped 

that the DNR will acquire the future abandoned property for recreational use and in extending the 

length of the Wild Rivers Trail. 

 

Regional Trail Map 

Johnson updated the group on the map development. 

 

County Updates Relating to Trail Development/Maintenance and Other Projects or Points of Interest 

Representatives from member counties provided updates relating to maintenance and development 

projects. 

 

Other Trail Coordination or Legislative Efforts 

ORV Council to Governor Appointed/Statutory Council: At the time of the meeting no 

appointments had been made.  Members discussed the importance of having “northern” 

representatives on the council(s), Jepson made a motion to send a letter to the Governor in support 

of Dan Thole (pending Thole’s submittal of necessary paperwork) to be appointed to the ORV 

Council, seconded by Okey.  Approved. 



Funding Lapse for ATV/Snowmobile and need for funding increases to both programs:  Funding 

compromise language has been discussed and may be under development with possible action in 

Fall 2013. 

Governors Snowmobile Council: It was reported that in July, six of the fifteen positions had expired 

and have not been filled to date. 

Association of Wisconsin Snowmobile Clubs (AWSC): Doug Johnson updated the committee as to 

an event the AWSC is coordinating “celebrating snowmobiling”.  The event is tentatively planned for 

February 20-21, 2014 at Heartwood Resort.  A reception is planned for the evening of the 20th and a 

breakfast and trail ride on the 21st. 

 

Next Meeting Date 

The next NoRTAC meeting is tentatively scheduled for late January 2014 at a location to be determined. 

 

Adjourn 

Motion by Jepson and seconded by Okey to adjourn.  Approved.  Meeting adjourned at 11:30am. 


