
Ashland County Land Conservation Committee
May 31, 2013

Ashland County LWCD Office

Present:      
George Mika Tom Fratt
Gerry Richardson Mike Pero
Jim Oakley Dave Schultz
Ken Lindquist Gary Haughn – NRCS
Charlie Ortman

Excused:  Maxine Kleinsteiber

Call to order: by George Mika @ 9:30 AM.  The meeting had been properly noticed.

Minutes:  Motion to approve minutes of 4-5-13 by G.Richardson/Ortman  MC.  Oakley made 
the comment that he should have been identified as excused from the previous meeting.

Public Comments:  Ortman poised questions about how a Zoning Department Special Use Permit 
will work to protect the county interests during metallic mining.  Ortman felt that approval of SUPs 
should fall to the full county board rather than the zoning committee alone.

Agenda Items
1. State Budget and DATCP Funding for LWCDs

Fratt passed on the little information he had about the activities of the Joint Finance 
Committee.  There seems to be widespread support for the work that the LWCDs do, and 
the JFC was recommending restoring most of the funding that had lapsed under the 
governor’s budget.  The support of the JFC is critical, but we need to ensure that the 
recommendations make it through the Assembly, House, and Governor’s Desk.

2. ATCP50 revision status
Written comments were taken through April 30th.  DATCP provided some numbers about 
participants at public hearings and written comments received  There were both positive 
and negative comments received, with most comments reflecting the “liked parts” and 
“disliked other parts.”  Tom is unsure of the timetable or process for approval, but will keep 
the committee informed.

3. Metallic Mining in Ashland County
Some questions about the validity of a local ordinance was raised.  County Corporate 
Council feels that an ordinance will be binding, but others feel that it will be trumped by 
State law.  There is a version of the ordinance being circulated – contact Jeff Beirl if a copy 
is needed.

4. Conservationist Report
Fratt provided a report of his activities since the last meeting and highlighted some 
upcoming deadlines and important dates.  Fratt provided an update on the existing grants 
being managed by the department, and the new grants that are waiting funding.

Fratt invited the LCC to attend a field day at his home in Bayfield County.  In cooperation 
with the Fish Creek Landowner Outreach project component within the Great Lakes 
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Restoration Initiative “Targeted Landowner Grant”, the event was designed to encourage 
discussion among resource professionals and watershed residents about activities to “slow 
the flow”, reduce sediment and other pollutants, and enhance habitat for fish and wildlife. 
Tom will be taking folks on tours, there will be educational information available, and a free 
Lake Superior Fish Boil will be provided to all who attend.

5. Engineering Technician Report
Pero reviewed his handout with information on project selection for 2013, including carry-
over projects.  Fratt added some information about a Targeted Resource Management 
(TRM) grant for Morgan Peck.

6. Wildlife Damage Specialist Report
Schultz provided a handout detailing his program activities since the last LCC meeting.

7. AIS Coordinators Report
Caven provided a handout of his activities since the last meeting.

8. Grazing Specialist Report
Tim Mika provided a handout of his activities since the last meeting.

9. Agency and Partner Reports:  
Gary Haughn provided some basic information about the Farm Bill, Conservation 
Compliance, and federal funding in particular.  Gary reported that efforts to provide 
“separation of duties” for NRCS staff has resulted in increased travel time for wetland and 
HEL determinations.  Gary also provided updates on the Conservation Security Program 
(CSP), Environmental Quality Incentive Program (EQIP), and LWLCD fees for services.

Other Business:  None

Approval of Bills:  A summary list of bills submitted for payment since the previous LCC meeting 
was handed out.

 Motion to approve the bills by Ortman/Lindquist  MC.   

Next meeting date:  Friday, June 28th, 2013 @ 9:30 a.m.

Adjourn  :   11:39 a.m. by Chairman Mika
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