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Ashland County Agriculture Land Use & Preservation Survey 2016 
**Please return by March 31, 2016** 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ashland County has developed this survey to gather your opinions about agricultural land use and 
preservation.  The results will help us identify issues and concerns, better understand the needs of the 
agricultural community, update the county-wide Farmland Preservation Plan, and provide input for the revision 
of Ashland County’s Comprehensive Plan.  

We expect the survey to take 10-15 minutes to complete, longer if you provide detailed comments.  We do not 
ask for your name and all individual survey responses will be kept confidential.  Results will only be reported in 
aggregate. 

You will find that many of the questions are directed specifically toward agricultural producers (farmers) or 
those involved in agriculture-related businesses.  If you have no knowledge of the subject or the question 
doesn’t apply to your situation, please indicate “No Opinion” 

More Information…http://datcp.wi.gov/Environment/Working_Lands_Initiative/ 

ASHLAND COUNTY FARMLAND PRESERVATION PLAN 
In order to address the loss of Wisconsin’s most productive agricultural lands and to promote the economic 
development of agriculture, the Working Lands Initiative (2009 Wis. Act 28) was signed into law. The Act 
revised the state’s existing Farmland Preservation Program and created new programs.  A county’s farmland 
preservation plan must now be recertified every 10 years.  Ashland County’s FP Plan was originally created in 
1982 and has not been updated since that time.  

FIELDS, WATERS AND WOODS AGRICULTURAL ENTERPRISE AREA 
In 2013 an AEA was established in the Ashland County Towns of White River, Marengo, and Ashland; and the 
Bayfield County Town of Kelley.  This AEA is contiguous and covers over 41,000 acres of farmland, forests, 
wetlands, and other “open space”.  With this designation, the community encourages continued agricultural 
production and investment in the agricultural economy.  Farmers within the AEA are eligible to enter into 
voluntary farmland preservation agreements to collect the farmland preservation tax credits. 

FARMLAND PRESERVATION TAX CREDIT 
Landowners must be residents of Wisconsin and must meet other eligibility criteria to claim the tax credit, 
including compliance with state soil and water conservation standards.  The tax credits are: 

 $5.00 with a farmland preservation agreement signed after July 1, 2009 and located in an AEA 

 $7.50 for farmers in an area zoned for farmland preservation 

 $10.00 for farmers in an area zoned and certified for farmland preservation, in an agricultural 
enterprise area, and with a farmland preservation agreement signed after July 1, 2009 

http://datcp.wi.gov/Environment/Working_Lands_Initiative/
http://datcp.wi.gov/Environment/Working_Lands_Initiative/Farmland_Preservation_Agreements/index.aspx
http://datcp.wi.gov/Environment/Working_Lands_Initiative/Farmland_Preservation_Tax_Credits/index.aspx
http://datcp.wi.gov/Environment/Working_Lands_Initiative/Soil_Water_Compliance/index.aspx
http://datcp.wi.gov/Environment/Working_Lands_Initiative/Farmland_Preservation_Agreements/index.aspx
http://datcp.wi.gov/Environment/Working_Lands_Initiative/AEA/index.aspx
http://datcp.wi.gov/Environment/Working_Lands_Initiative/Farmland_Preservation_Zoning/index.aspx
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**Please return by March 31, 2016** 
Provide an answer to every question and complete only 1 survey per household. 
Mark the oval that most closely matches your response for each of the following questions. 

SECTION A:  DEMOGRAPHICS 

Gender 
Male Female 
O O 

Age 
18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64 65+ 
O O O O O O 

Employment Status 
Employed Full-

Time 
Employed 
Part-Time 

Self Employed Unemployed Retired Other* 

O O O O O O 

 *What do you mean by “Other”?________________________________________________ 

Ashland County Resident Status 
Full-Time 
Resident 

Part-Time 
Resident 

Non-Resident 
Landowner 

Non-Resident 
Business Owner 

Do not live or own land in 
Ashland County 

O O O O O 

How many years have you resided, owned land, or owned a business in Ashland County? 
0-5 6-10 10-20 20+ 
O O O O 

Number of people in your household 
1 2 3 4 5 6 or more 
O O O O O O 

Number of children (under 18 years old) in your household 
0 1 2 3 4 5 or more 
O O O O O O 

Indicate the municipality in Ashland County where you reside or where the majority of your farm, land, or 
agriculture-related business is located 

o Town of Agenda 

o Town of Ashland 

o Town of Chippewa 

o Town of Gingles 

o Town of Gordon 

o Town of Jacobs 

o Town of LaPointe 

o Town of Marengo 

o Town of Morse 

o Town of Peeksville 

o Town of Sanborn 

o Town of Shanagolden 

o Town of White River 

o City of Ashland 

o City of Mellen 

o Village of Butternut 

Please list any other Ashland County municipality where you also own land:____________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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If you farm, please answer these additional demographic questions 

Do you farm your land? (Farming means raising livestock or growing crops yourself or having others 
operate on your land to raise livestock or grow crops, i.e. you are an agricultural producer) 

Yes No 
O O 

 
 

How many acres do you operate on? 

Less than 5 5-10 11-40 41-200 201-500 501-1000 
Greater than 

1000 
O O O O O O O 

Farm Land Status 
Own Rent Both 
O O O 

What percentage of the acres that you farm is rented? (You may not necessarily make rental 
payments or have a rental agreement) 

0% 1-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-100% 
O O O O O 

What percentage of last year’s annual household income came from farming? 
0% 1-25% 26-50% 51-75% 76-100% 
O O O O O 

Which of the following agricultural activities or enterprises do you have on your farm/land? (Check 
all that apply) 

O DAIRY O HAY & OTHER FORAGE O FORESTRY (commercial) 
O BEEF O ROW CROPS O TREE FARM 
O HORSES O FRUIT PRODUCTION O NURSERY 
O SWINE O VEGETABLE PRODUCTION O BEES 
O CHICKENS O GREENHOUSE/HIGH TUNNEL   

OTHER LIVESTOCK (please list):________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

OTHER CROPS (please list):___________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

CONSERVATION PROGRAMS (please list):_______________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

SECTION B:  RESOURCE ISSUES AND CONCERNS 
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AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES 

What is your opinion about current agricultural 
resource issues and concerns in Ashland County? 

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree 
Strongly 
Disagree 

No 
Opinion 

1 
Quality of groundwater in Ashland County is 
generally good 

O O O O O O 

2 
Quality of surface water in Ashland County is 
generally good 

O O O O O O 

3 
Groundwater supply and availability in Ashland 
County are generally good 

O O O O O O 

4 
Soil erosion and runoff from agricultural lands is 
a concern 

O O O O O O 

5 

Environmental regulations to protect air, soil 
and water resources from agricultural operations 
are currently adequate 

O O O O O O 

6 
I could currently find productive/quality 
farmland to rent or buy in Ashland County 

O O O O O O 

7 
Finding suitable land on which to spread manure 
is currently difficult 

O O O O O O 

8 
Fragmented land and smaller parcels currently 
make farming difficult in Ashland County 

O O O O O O 

9 
The loss of productive/quality farmland to non-
agricultural land use is a concern 

O O O O O O 

10 
There is a general lack of tolerance for 
agriculture-related noises, odors, and activities 

O O O O O O 

11 
Conflict between farm operations and nearby 
non-farm uses is a concern 

O O O O O O 

12 
The income and benefits from an off-farm job 
are necessary to maintain my farm operation 

O O O O O O 

13 

I purchase local foods from farmers markets, 
community supported agriculture, community 
gardens, or other local suppliers 

O O O O O O 

14 
Global agricultural markets benefit my farming 
operation or agricultural business 

O O O O O O 

15 
Please add any comments about current agricultural issues and concerns below.  If you need more space, attach a 
separate sheet 
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AGRICULTURAL TRENDS 
What is your opinion about the future agricultural 
issues and concerns in Ashland County? 

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree 
Strongly 
Disagree 

No 
Opinion 

16 
Quality of groundwater in Ashland County will 
degrade in the next 20 years 

O O O O O O 

17 
Quality of surface water in Ashland County will 
degrade in the next 20 years 

O O O O O O 

18 
Groundwater supply and availability in Ashland 
County will diminish in the next 20 years 

O O O O O O 

19 

Environmental regulations to protect air, soil 
and water resources from agricultural operations 
need to be strengthened 

O O O O O O 

20 
Productive/quality farmland in Ashland County 
will generally  NOT be available in 20 years 

O O O O O O 

21 

Mergers among input suppliers (feed, seed, 
chemical, etc), have seriously reduced 
competition and increased the prices paid by 
agricultural producers 

O O O O O O 

22 

Mergers among processors/buyers have 
seriously reduced competition and lowered the 
prices received by agricultural producers 

O O O O O O 

23 

Direct marketing to consumers will become 
more important to my farm or agricultural 
business over the next 20 years 

O O O O O O 

24 
Population growth and related non-agricultural 
development will reduce the availability of 

farmland in Ashland County in the next 20 years 

O O O O O O 

25 
Transitioning farm ownership to the next 
generation is a concern 

O O O O O O 

26 

I would be interested in selling the development 
rights on my farm land, understanding that 
doing so would prohibit future non-agricultural 
development of that land 

O O O O O O 

27 
When I reach retirement age I intend to sell my 
land for non-agricultural development 

O O O O O O 

28 
Large livestock operations threaten the 
economic viability of smaller livestock 
operations 

O O O O O O 

29 

Large livestock operations enhance the 
economic viability of Ashland County and will 
benefit smaller livestock operations and crop 
(feed) producers 

O O O O O O 

30 
Please add any comments about future agricultural issues and concerns (trends) below.  If you need more space, attach 
a separate sheet 
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AGRICULTURAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
What is your opinion about the following agricultural 
infrastructure issues and concerns in Ashland 
County? 

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree 
Strongly 
Disagree 

No 
Opinion 

31 
The roads in Ashland County are adequate for 
agricultural needs for the next 20 years 

O O O O O O 

32 
Transportation issues (road maintenance, 
seasonal weight restrictions, etc.) are a concern 
for agricultural operations in Ashland County 

O O O O O O 

33 
I have adequate access to financial services for 
my agricultural operation 

O O O O O O 

34 
Access to start-up capital for individuals 
entering agriculture is adequate 

O O O O O O 

35 
Ashland County needs more local machinery 
repair, supply and parts businesses 

O O O O O O 

36 
Ashland County needs more agricultural 
processing facilities 

O O O O O O 

37 
Ashland County needs to increase availability of 
direct farm marketing locations and/or facilities 

O O O O O O 

38 I have adequate access to veterinary services O O O O O O 
39 I have adequate access to Farm Co-op services O O O O O O 

40 
Please add any comments about agricultural infrastructure in the box below.  If you need more space, attach a 
separate sheet 

 

 
FARMLAND PRESERVATION PROGRAM 

What is your opinion about the following as it relates 
to the Farmland Preservation Program? 

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Neutral Disagree 
Strongly 
Disagree 

No 
Opinion 

41 
I would be interested in receiving farmland 
preservation tax credits 

O O O O O O 

42 
I support the expansion of the Fields, Waters 
and Woods Agricultural Enterprise Area (AEA) 

O O O O O O 

43 
I support the creation of a new AEA outside of 
the current Fields, Waters and Woods (AEA) 

O O O O O O 

44 
Farmland is best preserved through the use of 
15-year Farmland Preservation Agreements 
available to producers within an AEA 

O O O O O O 

45 
Farmland is best preserved by a Farmland 
Preservation Zoning Ordinance administered by 
the County, Town, or Village 

O O O O O O 

46 
Please add any comments about the Farmland Preservation Program below.  If you need more space, attach a 
separate sheet 
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SECTION C: GOALS AND POLICIES 
 

How important is it for Ashland County to have 
policies and/or programs for the following? V
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47 
Policies to minimize the potential for conflicts 
between agricultural and non-agricultural land 
uses 

O O O O O O 

48 
Planning for residential development in specific 
areas not suitable for agriculture 

O O O O O O 

49 
Policies to manage nutrient applications on 
agricultural land 

O O O O O O 

50 

Cost sharing programs for agricultural 
conservation practices (i.e. manure storage, soil 
erosion, livestock watering and fencing, 
nutrient management etc.) 

O O O O O O 

51 

Cost sharing programs for non-agricultural 
conservation practices (i.e. streambank 
stabilization, lake shoreline habitat, wetland 
restoration, fish passage, etc.) 

O O O O O O 

52 
Financial incentives for permanent agricultural 
preservation 

O O O O O O 

53 
Programs to support education of non-farm 
public about agricultural practices 

O O O O O O 

54 
Programs to expand markets for agricultural 
products 

O O O O O O 

55 

Programs to increase/expand/support local 
food initiatives (Farmers Markets, Community 
Supported Agriculture, Community Gardens, 
etc.) 

O O O O O O 

56 
Provide financial resources for new farm start-
ups 

O O O O O O 

57 
Programs/Regulations to keep land in 
agriculture over the next 20 years 

O O O O O O 

58 

Programs to ensure supply of qualified 
agricultural labor over next 20 years (e.g. ability 
to run large farm equipment) 

O O O O O O 

59 
Programs to ensure supply of agricultural 
managers over next 20 years 

O O O O O O 

60 
Second language programs for agricultural 
workers and managers over the next 20 years 

O O O O O O 

61 
Programs to recruit equipment & machinery 
supply businesses 

O O O O O O 

62 
Please add any comments about agricultural goals for Ashland County below.  If you need more space, attach a 
separate sheet 
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AGRICULTURAL RELATED ENTERPRISE GOALS FOR ASHLAND COUNTY 

How important is it for Ashland County to have 
policies and/or programs on the following? V
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63 
Policies to attract/expand agricultural input 
supply enterprises (feed, seed, chemical, etc.) 

O O O O O O 

64 
Policies to attract/expand agricultural 
processing enterprises 

O O O O O O 

65 
Programs to encourage local suppliers for small 
farms 

O O O O O O 

66 
Please add any comments about agricultural enterprise goals for Ashland County below.  If you need more space, 
attach a separate sheet 

 

 
We want your opinion! 
Please add any comments about agriculture or agricultural preservation in Ashland County.  If you 
need more space, attach a separate sheet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank you for taking the time to provide your input relating to agriculture and agricultural issues in 
Ashland County.  Your input will assist with long range planning efforts, budgeting, and assessing current 
and potential agricultural policies and programs.  Additional information about Farmland Preservation, 
Comprehensive Planning, and the Ashland County Land and Water Conservation Department please visit the 
following websites 

http://www.co.ashland.wi.us 
http://www.ashlandcountylwcd.yolasite.com/ 

http://ashland.uwex.edu/ 
 

Please return your survey by March 31, 2016.  Surveys can be mailed or dropped off at: 

 
Ashland County LWCD, 315 Sanborn Ave., Suite 100, Ashland, WI 54806 

http://www.co.ashland.wi.us/
http://www.ashlandcountylwcd.yolasite.com/

